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1. BUILDING A CULTURE 
OF GENEROSITY  

 
What comes to mind when you hear the word “generosity”?  

Generosity is one of those things we all value, yet how it 
works out in our lives can be a different story. But did you 
know that Australians are becoming less charitable as the 
share of people making donations has fallen to its lowest 
level since the 1970s. 

God designed us to be conduits through which His 
generosity flows. Paul instructs us to live generous lives so 
that we “may take hold of that which is truly life” (1 Timothy 
6.17-19). The Bible teaches us that the life we truly desire 
comes when we give, rather than when we consume or 
hoard.  

Experience seems to confirm this truth - have you ever met 
an unhappy generous person? When we see generosity in 
action - whether it’s a neighbour who gives their time, a friend 
who shares what they have, or a stranger who helps without 
expecting anything back - we can’t help but admire it.  

I love being around generous people. There is a sense of life, 
joy, and freedom in the atmosphere whenever they turn up. I 
want to be a generous person. Indeed, the God we know in 
Jesus is a God overflowing with love and generosity.  

“WE LOVE BECAUSE HE FIRST LOVED US” 



We are to be generous because God has been generous to 
us. The apostle John encourages us that “we love because 
he first loved us” (1 John 4.19).  

Isaac Watts put it this way in his famous hymn, “Love so 
amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all”.  

“LOVE SO AMAZING, SO DIVINE, DEMANDS MY SOUL, MY LIFE, 
MY ALL”. 
When we recognise God’s grace in our lives, we can 
confidently say, “I have everything; therefore, I am free to 
give everything”. 

However, a culture of generosity isn’t simply about money. A 
culture of generosity is about helping one another follow 
Jesus by using the time, space, gifts, energy, compassion, 
and yes, the money that God has given us. John Wesley said:  

Do all the good you can, by all the means you can  
in all the ways you can, in all the places you can  
at all the times you can, to all the people you can  
as long as ever you can.  

A culture of generosity benefits everyone, especially the 
giver. Jesus himself said: “It is more blessed to give than to 
receive” (Acts 20.35).  A culture of generosity defeats 
selfishness. A culture of generosity encourages love and 
kindness. A culture of generosity builds emotional and mental 
health.  

And most importantly, a culture of generosity is built on the 
words and teachings of our Lord Jesus - to Him be glory for 
ever and ever. Amen. 



2. HOW CAN I BE BOTH 
WISE AND GENEROUS 
WITH MY MONEY?  

 
We are to use the money God has given us to give, save and 
live. 

LIVE 
Much of the money God has given us will go toward our living 
expenses - providing for our basic needs and the needs of 
our families. Paul teaches that “anyone who does not provide 
for their relatives, and especially for their own household, has 
denied the faith” (1 Timothy 5.8).  

He also teaches us that “everything God created is good” (1 
Timothy 4.4), and God “richly provides us with everything for 
our enjoyment” (1 Timothy 6.17). This means we can give 
thanks to God and use the money God has given us as we 
pay the rent, buy the school uniforms, and pick up the 
groceries. It’s also worth remembering that there is a place 
for celebration and rest in the Christian life (Psalm 104.14-15; 
Ecclesiastes 3.1-8; John 2.1- 11; Luke 15.22-24). This means we 
can give thanks to God and enjoy using money even as we 
throw parties and go on holidays!  

Of course as we do these things we need to guard against 
greed (Luke 12.15), which is idolatry (Colossians 3.5). Like all of 



God’s good gifts, money - and the things we buy with it - can 
easily enslave us (Matthew 6.24). 

SAVE 
Some of the money God gives to us we will save. The book of 
Proverbs praises the wisdom of the ant who saves food for 
the future (Proverbs 6.6-11). Joseph is another model of 
wisdom when he stores up grain in a time of famine (Genesis 
45.5-11).  

We don’t save because we fear the future (Matthew 6.25-33), 
nor do we save in order to store up treasures for ourselves 
(Matthew 6.19). If we save, it should be so we don’t become a 
burden to others (2 Thessalonians 3.6-13), and so we can 
have something to share with others (Acts 20.34-35; 
Ephesians 4.28), this could include passing on an inheritance 
to our children (Proverbs 13.22).  

GIVE 
God provides us with money so that we can live and save. 
But above all, God calls us to give and share with others. In 
particular, it is a biblical principle that we should work out our 
giving first, and then live and save from what is left (Genesis 
4.3-5; Exodus 23.19; Proverbs 3.9; 1 Corinthians 16.2). 

There are at least three reasons we should be generous:  

1. To reflect God’s likeness: When we give - and especially 
when we give to those who don’t deserve it - we become 
like our heavenly Father, who gave his own Son for his 
enemies (Romans 5.8-11). 

2. To store up treasure in heaven: Jesus urges us to “store 
up treasure in heaven” (Matthew 6.20) and teaches that 
those who give away possessions in his name to provide 



for others will have treasure in heaven (Mark 10.21). Paul 
encourages us that “whoever sows generously will also 
reap generously” (2 Corinthians 9.6). 

3. To guard against idolatry: It is hard to worship money if 
you are always giving it away. For this reason, Paul 
commanded those who are rich in this present life “do 
good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and 
willing to share. In this way they will lay up treasure for 
themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so 
that they may take hold of the life that is truly life” (1 
Timothy 6.18-19). 

3. HOW MUCH SHOULD I 
GIVE? 

 
In the Old Testament, God’s people were encouraged to give 
a tithe (10% of their income) back to him. Leviticus 27.30 says 
“A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the 
soil or fruit from the trees, belongs to the Lord; it is holy to 
the Lord”. In addition, there was a tri-annual tithe to support 
the poor. On top of both of these tithes, many Israelites 
voluntarily gave free will offerings to God as an expression of 
their faith in him and thankfulness for all that he had done for 
them.  

In the New Testament sacrificial generosity replaces the Old 
Testament principle of tithing - “For you know the grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your 



sake he became poor, so that you through his poverty might 
become rich” (2 Corinthians 8.9). So now, rather than being 
commanded to give 10%, Christians are called to generosity 
in response to God’s grace to us in Jesus Christ.  

The New Testament never names a specific amount that we 
should give. It simply tells us to be generous in proportion to 
our income (1 Cor 16.1-2). This means that a widow’s mite can 
be more generous than a rich person’s offering, even if the 
widow’s mite is a smaller amount (Luke 21.1-4). 

“EACH OF YOU SHOULD GIVE WHAT YOU HAVE DECIDED IN 
YOUR HEART TO GIVE, NOT RELUCTANTLY OR UNDER 
COMPULSION, FOR GOD LOVES A CHEERFUL GIVER.” 
2 Corinthians 9.6-7 reminds us that our giving is ultimately a 
matter for prayerful consideration before God. At the end of 
the day, our finances are just one of the many areas that we 
must bring before God in prayer as we consider how to 
worship him as “living sacrifices”.  

Nevertheless, we must be careful not to fool ourselves. 
Australians are typically bad givers. Recent figures published 
in the SMH indicate that on average Australians give 0.4% of 
their taxable income to not-for-profits. Instead, Aussies seem 
to be obsessed with building wealth and securing their next 
piece of real estate.  As believers, we must take seriously 
what Jesus says in Matthew 6.19-21: 

“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where 
moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and 
steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not 
break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also”. 



WHERE SHOULD WE DIRECT OUR 
GENEROSITY?  
The Bible provides clear guidance on how we should direct 
our giving.  
 

1. Give to your Church: Paul commanded 
that “the one who receives instruction in 

the word should share all good things 
with their instructor.” (Galatians 6.6), 
and a few verses later he says “as 
we have opportunity, let us do 
good to all people, especially to 

those who belong to the family of 
believers” (Galatians 6.10).  

2.Give to Gospel work 
around the world: As we have 
opportunity, we should be involved in 
supporting the work of those who 
take the Gospel to the ends of the 
earth (Matthew 28.18-20; Acts 1.8). 
Those who don’t know Christ will 
never hear unless some are sent 
(Romans 10.15). 

3.Give to provide for the poor and the 
weak: God hates injustice, and calls 
on us as his people to fight against it 
(Micah 6.8). Jesus encouraged us to 
give generously to those in need 
(Matthew 5.42), knowing that 
“whoever is kind to the poor lends to 

the LORD” (Proverbs 19.17). 

3. The Christian Poor  
(1 Corinthians 16:1-2, James 2:14-17) 

4. Others In Need  
(Luke 14:12-14, Galatians 6:10) 

1. The Local Church  
(Galatians 6:6, 1 Timothy 5:17-18)

2. Gospel Work 
(Philippians 4:16, 2 Corinthians 11:8)



WHY PRIORITISE GYMEA WHEN THERE 
ARE SO MANY OTHER NEEDS? 
While Christians should always seek to give to worthy causes 
beyond their local church, it would be a mistake to neglect 
the responsibility we have to support those who minister 
directly to us at church. In 1 Corinthians 9:7-11, Paul writes:  

“Who serves as a soldier at his own expense? Who plants a 
vineyard and does not eat its grapes? Who tends a flock and 
does not drink the milk? Do I say this merely on human 
authority? Doesn’t the Law say the same thing? For it is 
written in the Law of Moses: “Do not muzzle an ox while it is 
treading out the grain.” Is it about oxen that God is 
concerned? Surely he says this for us, doesn’t he? Yes, this 
was written for us, because whoever plows and threshes 
should be able to do so in the hope of sharing in the 
harvest. If we have sown spiritual seed among you, is it too 
much if we reap a material harvest from you?”  

The New Testament commands that pastors be paid (1 
Corinthians 9:8-14; Galatians 6:6; 1 Timothy 5:18).  

In addition, Paul implies that an offering should be taken 
weekly (1 Corinthians 16:2), which presupposes generous 
giving from the congregation.  

Given the enormous good that can be done through our 
generosity, we invite you to consider financially supporting 
Gymea parish, and we encourage you to give over and above 
this to other worthy causes. 



4. PRACTICAL TIPS 
 

Budget to give, save and live. It will look different for each 
household, but good stewardship always involves budgeting.  

Unless we plan to give, save and live, we will almost certainly 
find ourselves giving less than we want, and indulging more 
than we should.  

In particular, it is a biblical principle that we should work out 
our giving first, and then live and save from what is left (eg. 
Genesis 4.3-5; Exodus 23.19; Proverbs 3.9; 1 Corinthians 16.2)  

"What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims 
to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save them? 
Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily 
food. If one of you says to them, 'Go in peace; keep warm 
and well fed,' but does nothing about their physical needs, 
what good is it? In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not 
accompanied by action, is dead.” James 2:14-17 



You can put together a simple giving budget in four easy 
steps:  

1. Calculate out your income  

2. Consider how much as a proportion you will set aside from 
this amount to give. The percentage you choose us is 
ultimately a matter for prayerful consideration before God. 
Then work out the actual amount in dollar terms using the 
table below.  

Me My Spouse (if 
applicable)

Annual Salary 
After Tax

Other Income 
(Interest, Benefits)

Totals

My / Our Total >

Example Your Figures

A. Total Income 
(see above)

$40,000 $

B. Percentage To 
Give

13% %

C. Annual Giving 
(A x B ÷ 100)

$5,200 $

D. Weekly Giving 
(C ÷ 52)

$100 $



3. Prayerfully decide how you will distribute this giving 
amount between different causes. 

4. Work out how much you have left, and distribute this 
amongst living and saving. 

BE ACCOUNTABLE 
It is a social faux pas to ask someone how much they earn. 
But since the idols of money and career will lead people 
away from God, it is important to have someone to keep you 
accountable. Find an older and wiser Christian who you trust 
and be accountable. 

TAKE THE FIRST STEP 
In our materialistic society, it is difficult to know at what 
economic level to live. With whom should I compare myself? 
How much can I give? What sacrifice will I make? It can be 
very tiring to resist the pressure to buy more and better and 
bigger. Everyone around us breathes in the culture of 
consumerism, even our Christian brothers and sisters. It is 
exhausting to say ‘no’ continually or to have to stop and think 

Example

Weekly Giving 
Total (D above) 

$100

Gymea Anglican $60

Mission Partner $20

Special Project $10

Spontaneous $10



about how to use our money. Why not take one step? Make 
one cutback. Make one choice that will mean that you step 
away from your peers.  

HOW TO GIVE TO GYMEA AND BEYOND 
You can give electronically by setting up an automated 
payment from your bank (preferred) or through the collection 
on Sundays.  

General Church Banking Details: 
Account Number: 	870267 
BSB: 	032-154 
Bank: WESTPAC BANK  
As you might imagine, we have opportunities at Gymea for 
over and above giving. These will typically fall under three 
main categories:  

1. External Mission Partners: Our general practice will be to 
raise these funds in addition to general giving, but to 
administer them through the Gymea Anglican account. We 
therefore invite you to make your donations to Gymea 
Anglican Church, but to include the name of the particular 
mission partner in the description field. We will typically 
distribute these gifts in quarterly lump sums or at the end 
of each calendar year.  

2. One-Off Gifts And Projects: From time to time our 
members may wish to make special “one-off” gifts. This 
may be as a result of a promotion, an inheritance, the 
desire to push forward a special church project, or simply 
to say thank-you to God for His blessings. To help with this, 



each year our Parish Council selects some special projects 
that we believe are real priorities, but we cannot afford to 
budget for yet. This includes our SRE and Music trusts. 

3. Organic Giving: At Gymea, we want to be a community 
that loves and cares for one another. To that end, it is our 
prayer that church members would always be on the 
lookout for opportunities to be generous to others within 
our church community, over and above the formal 
structures that already exist. When a need arises, we want 
to be the kind of people that rejoice in the opportunity to 
meet these needs. We expect that this will take the form of 
both financial and non-financial donations. 

5. OUR LOCAL MISSION  
 

Our vision is summed up in three simple commitments: 

- We love Jesus (upward: exalting God) - We love each other (inward: equipping and edifying 
one another) - We love Gymea (outward: evangelism and blessing our 
community) 

To help us love outwardly, we’ve come up with a simple 
local mission strategy using the acronym LOVE. 

L – Lift in Prayer 

Our first step is to lift in prayer. Choose two people you 
know who don’t yet know Jesus and commit to praying for 
them for two minutes each day. That’s it—simple, but deeply 



impactful. Imagine if every one of us prayed for two people; 
for a church our size that would mean more than 400 people 
being brought before God in prayer each day! Brilliant! And 
what a powerful way for our hearts to align with God’s heart: 
to love the lost. 

O – Open Your Life 

The next step is to open your life. Engage with your friends 
and neighbours, share life with them, and build genuine 
relationships. Show Christ’s love through your actions, your 
time, and your hospitality. Opening your life creates the space 
where faith can be seen and felt in meaningful ways. 

V – Voice the Gospel 

We’re also called to voice the gospel. That means sharing 
the hope we have in Jesus—in simple, everyday ways. Speak 
about answered prayer. Speak about what’s happening at 
church lately. Speak about the difference Jesus makes. 
Voicing the gospel is about weaving good news into our 
ordinary conversations so people hear not just what we 
believe, but why it matters. 

E – Extend an Invitation 

Finally, we want to extend an invitation. Invite those you’ve 
been praying for and connecting with to join us—whether at 
church, at a Life Group, or at one of our special events. Here, 
they can hear the gospel clearly, experience Christ’s love in 
community, and have the opportunity to commit their lives to 
the Lord. 

By following the LOVE strategy - lifting in prayer, opening 
your life, voicing the gospel, and extending an invitation - we 
can together share Jesus’ love and message with our 
community. Let’s commit to this and see what God will do! 



LOVE JESUS 
LOVE EACH OTHER 
LOVE GYMEA 

 

Our great purpose at Gymea is to grow God’s church in 
Gymea and beyond by Loving Jesus, Loving Each Other and 
Loving Gymea. 
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